
Billion Dollar Disasters Database: 
Drought and Wildfire Focus 

North American Drought Monitor Meeting  

Calgary, Canada May 2018 

Doug Kluck (doug.kluck@noaa.gov) 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) 



2 

NOAA’s National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) –   

Center for Weather and Climate  
 

 

• Statutory mission to describe the climate of the United States and act as 

the "Nation's Scorekeeper" regarding the trends and anomalies of 

weather and climate.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

• As part of this responsibility we also analyze extreme weather and 

climate events in the U.S. that have great economic and societal 

impacts known as “U.S. Billion-dollar Weather & Climate Disasters” 

 

• Such extreme events contribute the majority (>75%) of the damage 

from all recorded U.S. weather and climate events (NCEI; Munich Re).  



3 

Billion-Dollar Fire and Drought Disasters 
(since 1980) 



January 2018 American Meteorological Society – 98th Annual Meeting 

•  16 states 
 

• Q&A with “experts” 
 

• Current Conditions 
 

• Highlight past events and anomalies 
 

• Outlook with potential impacts 
 

• 630+ registered/6000+ since 2012 
 

• State Climate Offices & NDMC & USDA 
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Thank you 
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Extra slide(s) 



January 2018 American Meteorological Society – 98th Annual Meeting 

• “real time” regional briefs:  
– 2-4 weeks 

– Critical impacts, potential extremes 

– NOAA climate/weather information 

– USDA climate/weather impacts to agriculture 

• Extremes due to antecedent extremes 
– Warmth/wet/dry/cold 

• Critical Timing:   
– Fall harvest, fall/summer early freezes, spring late freezes  

– pollination/seed filling  

– spring livestock  

– spring fire  

– growing season drought, spring planting  


